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Autocorrect fail? Apple has a solution

It's a curse that has serially embarrassed smartphone users. The iPhone's autocorrect function, which aims to fix
touchscreen typists' inaccurate spelling, intervenes at precisely the wrong moment, correcting “hungry” to “horny”
or making texters promise to “walk their dad”.

But Apple may have a solution. The company has filed a patent for a fix that would see message recipients warned
that the sender's words have been automatically corrected, preventing the confusion of seeing an incoherent or
rude message.
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Currently, autocorrected words are presented in the same way as any other word, both when messages are being
written and read.
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Apple's proposal is that they would be highlighted using an underscore in both the typing window and when read by
its intended target, distinguishing an autocorrected word from any other.
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So, for example, when autocorrect censors a message to “I can't ducking believe it”, the recipient will have more of
an idea of what was intended. If the sender spots the mistake, a clarify-and-resend button would allow them to
easily correct it.
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1. A traveller's surname was corrected from "Moss" to "Miss" when booking a flight. The airline refused to allow for
the error, costing the unfortunate passenger £600

2. A mother who asked a cake shop to make a birthday cake with a "wee blond girl" for her daughter was surprised
to receive one with a girl holding a white cane after the crucial word was corrected to "blind"

3. An enterprising teenager who knew his parents would deny his request to host a party changed autocorrect on
their phones so that "no" was automatically converted to "HELL YES".

4. A 16-year-old daughter who received a text from her mother asking "What do you want from life". The teenager
and her father spent five minutes debating the profound question, until a second message corrected it to "Lidl"
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