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A senior London surgeon has hit back at US President Donald Trump for criticising the level of knife crime in the
city while defending US gun laws.
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Prof Karim Brohi, who heads the group overseeing the city’s trauma treatment, said it was "ridiculous" to suggest
guns could help combat knife violence.

He said the capital faced a "serious issue" but gunshot wounds were at least twice as lethal as knife injuries.
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Addressing the firearms lobby’s conference in Dallas, Texas, on Friday, Mr Trump referred to reading a story "that
in London, which has unbelievably tough gun laws, a once very prestigious hospital right in the middle is like a war
zone for horrible stabbing wounds".
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It is unclear where Mr Trump sourced his information. However, leading London trauma surgeon Dr Martin Griffiths,
who works at the Royal London Hospital, told BBC Radio 4 a month ago that his hospital was likened to an Afghan
war zone.

Prof Brohi, who is also a trauma surgeon at the Royal London, is clinical director of the London Major Trauma
System Directorate. The organisation has responsibility for co-ordination and policy development between hospitals
in and around London dealing with serious injuries.

In a statement released by Barts NHS Trust, he said: "We are proud of the excellent trauma care we provide and of
our violence reduction programmes...

"There is more we can all do to combat this violence, but to suggest guns are part of the solution is ridiculous.
Gunshot wounds are at least twice as lethal as knife injuries and more difficult to repair.
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Dr Griffiths had earlier responded to Mr Trump on Twitter with an image suggesting the president had missed the
point, adding that he was "happy to invite Mr Trump to my prestigious hospital".
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