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Paintings including masterpieces by Rubens and Tintoretto that were stolen from a Verona museum last year have
been found in Ukraine, Italy’s culture minister said Wednesday.

"It is a great day," the minister, Dario Franceschini, said in a statement.
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"The artworks will soon be back in the Castelvecchio (museum) in Verona."
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The recovery of the 17 paintings, which had a combined estimated value of 15 million euros ($16 million) follows
the arrest in March of 12 suspected members or accomplices of a Moldovan gang which the Italian authorities
believe carried out the h the heist in November 2015.
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Franceschini thanked the Ukrainian authorities for their help in tracing the artworks, which Italian media reported
had been stolen for a buyer based in Chechnya.
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Ukrainian President Petro Porochenko said the recovery of the paintings was a sign to the world that "Ukraine is
starting to effectively combat smuggling, including smuggling of artworks, but also to combat corruption.”

The thieves’ haul included Portrait of a Lady by Peter Paul Rubens.
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