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A Japanese pop star is in a critical condition after being repeatedly stabbed by a fan as she was waiting to perform
at a concert venue in Tokyo.
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Police arrested Tomohiro Iwazaki, 27, at the scene. He is reported to have said he was angry because Ms Tomita
returned a gift he had sent her.
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The singer had reportedly complained to police about the fan last month.
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Japanese media says she contacted police after Mr Iwazaki started posting obsessive comments about her on
Twitter and other social media sites.
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When police arrested him after the attack, he is reported to have told them that he ambushed her at the station and
asked her about the gift.
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"l lost my temper because she didn't clearly answer," he reportedly said.
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Ms Tomita had been working as a pop star and actor while completing her college studies.
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In 2014, two teenage members of Japanese girl group AKB48 were attacked by a man wielding a saw at one of the
band’s regular meet-the-fans events.

He sustained cuts on their hands and heads, reported Kyodo. A male staff member was also cut on his hand.
AKBA48's manager was reported as saying the two girls’ surgery was successful and they would be able to leave
the hospital. The incident sparked debate on whether pop idols in Japan have the right to lead normal lives.

Synthetic pop stars are not an entirely new phenomenon in Japan. Miss Eguchi’s debut comes after Hatsune Miku
similarly burst onto the pop scene here. Miku also only exists in the virtual world but has been snapped up by
Toyota Motor Corp. to promote its vehicles in Japan and, most recently, the United States.
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