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The Chinese Foreign Ministry has once again denounced the Philippines' unilateral filing for arbitration as illegal, as
the country's stance on the South China Sea gains growing support from the international community. The Foreign
Ministry also called for bilateral talks to resolve the issue peacefully.

"When you act righteously, you win over support. China has always acted according to international law. And China
has always stood up to the promises it made to the ASEAN countries. China has always acted responsibly. The
South China Sea issue can only be resolved through bilateral talks and negotiations on the basis of international
law. We hope the Philippines can meet us halfway and resolve the issue peacefully,” said Hong Lei, spokesman of
Chinese Foreign Ministry.
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