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“ America is a great power. Today, probably, the only superpower. We accept that,”
the Russian president said at the St Petersburg International Economic Forum. “ We
want to and are ready to work with the United States.”
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Alluding to US-EU sanctions on Russia in response to its military actions in Ukraine, he
continued: “ The world needs such strong nations, like the US. And we need them. But
we don’ t need them constantly getting mixed up in our affairs, instructing us how to
live, preventing Europe from building a relationship with us.”
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“ You see, it’ slike I said,” Putin told his questioner.“ Trump’ s a colorful person.
And well, isn’ t he colorful? Colorful. I didn’ t make any other kind of characterization
about him.
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“ But here’ s where I will pay close attention, and where | exactly welcome and where
on the contrary | don’ tsee anything bad: Mr Trump has declared that he’ s ready for
the full restoration of Russian-American relations. Is there anything bad there? We all
welcome this, don’ tyou?”
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In December, months before Trump clinched the Republican nomination, Putin called
him “ a colorful person, talented, without any doubt” and said: “ It’ s not our
business to decide his merits, that’ s for US voters, but he is absolutely the leader in the
presidential race.”
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Trump has for months misinterpreted Putin® s comments as “ a great honor” and clear
praise, rather than consider the various meanings of the word.
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Putin also spoke carefully on Friday about the presumptive Democratic nominee, Hillary Clinton, saying he did not
work much with her directly when she was secretary of state.
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“She probably has her own view of US-Russian relations,” he said.
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But he praised her husband, former president Bill Clinton, saying: “We had a very nice relationship.
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