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Apple has traditionally overhauled its flagship handset every other year - but that is set to change this year, the
Wall Street Journal has claimed.
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It says the tech giant will offer only 'subtle changes’ the the handset, including removing the headphone socket
and making it slightly slimmer.

"The biggest planned change in this year’s phones is the removal of the headphone plug, which will make the
phone thinner and improve its water resistance, said people with that matter,’ it claims.
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Instead of a headphone socket, users will connect headphones wirelessly or via the luightning socket used mainly
for charging at the moment, it has been claimed.

They include a new low power OLED screen and eliminating the home button by building the fingerprint sensor into
the display, according to people familiar with the matter.

In a note to clients last week, the WSJ says Credit Suisse analyst Kulbinder Garcha said he expects 'muted’ sales
increases for the forthcoming models because he expects them to be a 'modest upgrade’ to the existing phones.
Mr. Garcha said he expects a 'super cycle’ for the following year.

Recent leaks of the highly anticipated iPhone 7 suggests also Apple is rethinking its famous home button for this
year's handset.

Sources say the new 'button’ will be flush with the body of the smartphone, instead of protruding from the bottom
bezel, and users will have to perform tapping actions to activate specific functions.
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The blurry photos were first reported by MobiPicker, who points out the missing metal ring that currently encases
the home button.
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In addition to a revamped home button, the images also suggest that the lower and upper areas of the bezel are
much narrower than the iPhone 6 family, and the front camera and proximity sensor have both been shuffled
around.

Sources confirmed with the mobile and technology website that the touch-sensitive design will be implemented in
the iPhone 7, which is set to hit the market in September.

If this feature is implemented, users will have to perform tapping actions to activate functions, like tap and hold for
Siri or double tap to see a specific category of apps.

And with the new Touch ID, users can expect a much smother and faster experience than they have with their
current handset.
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