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A FARMER has raised eyebrows by using a young lioness as a sheep dog to keep his flock on their hooves.
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He says he keeps a close eye on the cub, which he has named Masha, to make sure she doesn’t chase the sheep
too aggressively.
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Mr Ragimov insists that Masha is good for his flock as running away from her helps to build up their muscles and
strengthen their immune system.
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But he admits that he was worried at first that Masha might revert to type and take a lamb for her supper.
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Friends gave Mr Rahgimov the cub as a present and he says he wasn’t sure what to do with her at first.
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He decided to use her as a “sheep dog” after keeping her in the same barn as his flock and seeing how well they
seemed to get along together.

Bayrambek, from Dagestan, Russia, said: “Masha grew up with the sheep and she is on good terms with them so
obviously she’s not going to harm them.”
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He added that Masha had never let a sheep get separated from the flock and that her roar and presence kept
wolves and rustlers away.
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Pictures of the big cat rounding up the sheep have gone viral on social media and local internet forums.
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