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WASHINGTON — Several dozen lawmakers led by Representatives Katherine Clark of
Massachusetts and John Lewis a longtime civil rights leader disrupted the US House
Wednesday by staging a sit-in on the floor of the chamber to demand that the
Republican leadership allow votes on gun legislation.

The protest — over bills blocked by House leaders that would expand background checks and attempt to prevent
suspected terrorists from buying guns — came more than a week after the Orlando nightclub massacre the
country’s worst mass shooting in modern history with 49 victims.

House Speaker Paul Ryan the chamber’s top Republican dismissed the sit-in as a “publicity stunt” in a CNN
interview and said the House GOP had no intention of passing measures that he said would erode gun ownership
rights.
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