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It was the seemingly simple maths puzzle that left the Internet baffled.

QP07 7?7??7?7?77?7

The equation, which uses flowers instead of numbers, went viral with thousands of Facebook users debating the
correct answer.

PPP0?????0?7??????????7?7?7?7?7?7?7??27?7?7
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Daily Mail Australia put it to Associate Professor Leon Poladian, from the University of Sydney's mathematics
department, who came back with a solution - but even he had to admit, it was a bit of ahead-scratcher.

’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’).’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)(’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)

Professor Poladian noted that the 'trick’ to the puzzle lay in that the blue flower on the final line only had four petals,
not five.

In the puzzle, which is posted as a graphic, there are three lines showing what different combinations of flowers
add up to. Then a new combination is shown, with no total, and it's up to people to work out the answer.

’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’)(’)’)’)’)’)’)’)’) 2?7?7777

Amos Lee 102
Like - Reply -« 813 0rs

Raja Afzaal Sikander 25
Like - Reply &5 2
Mohammed Nazim 27
Like - Reply

=% Sajid Shaikh O sorry 225
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Wrong: People have given a number of different answers on the Facebook posts, with many of them incorrect

P12 ???7????7???7?°?7?7?7?7?7

Because the puzzle tells us that the red flower is worth 20, a blue flower with five petals is worth five, and two
yellow flowers are worth two.
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In the final line there is one yellow flower added to one red flower multiplied by one blue flower with four petals,
making the equation 1 + 20 x 4.

Edward Wong Does this matter? 5-leaves vs 4-leaves..........

Like - Reply - 248 - 13 hr
E Susan Duffy Yes. Leaves matter (&)
Like - Reply -&54 - 13 hrs
W FEME 81
Like - Reply -d5 4 - 11 hr
i#as Trending in China @ Yes, that's key to the problem. Good job!

-

However, Professor Poladian did warn that puzzles like this can have more than one correct answer, as there is not
enough information to confirm that the number of petals on a flower changes its value.

PPV 7??7??77?7?70?7??7??7?7?7???7?77?7

If you were to disregard the number of petals on the blue flower, you would come up with an entirely different
answer of 101.
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