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The driver of a bus that caught fire in Taiwan on July 19 and killed 26 people was confirmed to have been driving
under the influence of alcohol, but whether the fatal accident was caused by the self-immolation of the drunk driver
or a discharged wire remains uncertain, Taiwan authorities said Friday.

Wang Yi-wen, deputy chief prosecutor of the Taoyuan District Prosecutors Office, told the press that investigators
drew the conclusion after analysis of the driver’s blood, urine and stomach contents.
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According to prosecutors, the driver’s blood alcohol content level was 0.215 percent, far surpassing the 0.05
percent legal threshold set by local regulations.

Wang said the case was serious and the driver had committed a crime, the Xinhua News Agency reported.
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Drugs, including opium and sleeping pills, were not detected during the analysis, according to investigators.
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"We attach high importance to the investigation, and we have repeatedly demanded Taiwan discover the causes of
and responsibility for the accident,” An Fengshan, a spokesperson for the Taiwan Affairs Office of the State
Council, said Friday.
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Everyone on board the bus was killed when it crashed into a highway barrier and caught fire near Taoyuan Airport.
They included 23 tourists and a tour guide from the mainland, a Taiwan driver and a local tour guide.

According to Taoyuan'’s local procuratorate, follow-up investigation will focus on whether the accident was caused
by the self-immolation of the drunk driver, while they also cannot rule out the possibility of an electrical discharge,
Taiwan-based news website udn.com reported.
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