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《思念家乡的担担面》

导读:几周前，我做过一个梦，梦到了小时候，在学校外面，我和小伙伴们早餐吃担担
面的场景。我们一边吃，一边聊家庭作业，聊班上老师、同学的八卦，还取笑大家吃
面时粘在脸上和牙缝里的葱花。

Several weeks ago, I dreamed of my childhood. I was brought back to when my friends and I had Dandan noodles
for breakfast outside our school. While eating, we discussed homework, gossiped about our classmates and
teachers, and teased each other about the pieces of leek left on our cheeks and teeth.

??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

The dream was so real that I remembered every bite of the noodles after I woke up, and the wonderful lingering
aftertaste of hot pepper and leeks made me lose the ability to tell between conscious and subconscious.

???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

I realized that I needed a bowl of my hometown Dandan noodles immediately. By that time, I had not had the
Dandan noodles for almost a decade.

?????????????????????????????????????????
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My husband thought it was no big deal because Dandan noodles can be found everywhere in Beijing. It was the
start of a long and hard journey of finding my hometown Dandan noodles.

???????????????????????????????????????????????????????

During the first week, I tried several restaurants in Beijing, but the taste just never seemed right. What the
restaurants served was pure Sichuan Dandan noodles.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????

Of course, Dandan noodles originated in Sichuan Province. But during decades of development, it accumulated
lots of variations, including the one from my hometown in Shanxi Province.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????????

The key ingredients of the perfect Shanxi Dandan noodles are noodles, sauce, and pepper. Make fresh noodles,
slightly thicker than the usual Sichuan noodles and most other noodles, and then put oil on it. Then add dry red
pepper powder, not the Sichuan ones mixed with beans and too much oil. The red pepper must be dried first before
it is ground into powder. Fry the powder in oil and dry it again. Then comes the unforgettable soup that is boiled
with bean sauce, soy sauce, and playful leeks cut into small pieces.

?????????????????????????????????——????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

See, it’s nothing like Sichuan Dandan noodles.

????????????????

What does it taste like? It tastes like heaven.

????????????????????

Yes, it’s a taste of heaven. Just as Marshall in the TV drama "How I Met Your Mother" called his best burger "God"
and said, "This is God speaking to us in food."

??????????????????????????????????“??”??????????“?????????????”?

I was so desperate to find the right Dandan noodles that I called several of my childhood friends. They offered me
two choices. One was to buy it from online shops run by people in my hometown, and the other, to go back to
Shanxi.
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??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

I ordered a few packets of the noodles online, but the sauce tasted like something was missing. That left me with
only one choice.

????????????????????????????????????????????

I went back to my hometown during a weekend and was told that the old lady who used to sell Dandan noodles
outside my school had long moved to some unknown village.

??????????????????????????????????????????????????????

I then went to a restaurant my mom recommended as having the "best local Dandan noodles" and returned home
disappointedly.

????????????????“????????”???????????

After talking with my friends about my failed quest, I realized that the perfect Shanxi Dandan noodles only existed
in my memory. It’s perfect because my beautiful childhood memories made it perfect.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

I finally realized that I might never again find my perfect Shanxi Dandan noodles with that special "taste of heaven."

????????????????“???????”??????????
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