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China’s Internet is overflowing with anger and patriotism after Australian swimmer Mack Horton hurled insults at
his Chinese rival Sun Yang ahead of the 400-meter freestyle final at the Rio Olympics on Saturday.

Web users in China have also accused Australian media of stirring up emotions with biased reports.
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Horton won gold in the men’s 400-meter freestyle just ahead of rival Sun Yang after taunting Sun by calling him a
"drug cheat," the Daily Mail reported. Afterward, social media platforms, both Chinese and Western, were deluged
with enraged posts, some expressing violent emotions.
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On Horton’s Instagram account, Chinese netizens demanded an apology for his "arrogance and unfounded
slander.” Some called him a racist.

After winning the gold, Horton said Sunday that he would not withdraw his comments. Horton said "I used the word
'drug cheat’ because he tested positive," Horton told reporters. "I just have a problem with him testing positive and
still competing," the Sydney Morning Herald reported.
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In 2014, Sun was suspended from competition for three months by the China Anti-Doping Agency (CHINADA) for
testing positive for the banned substance trimetazidine, used to treat angina. His suspension ended before he
competed in that year’s Asian Games in Incheon, South Korea, where he won three golds.

Sun responded to Horton that "on the Olympics’ competition stage, every athlete deserves to be respected and
there’s no need to use these cheap tricks to affect each other.”
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In 2013, six swimmers on the Australian team were sanctioned for use of a sedative, Stilnox, ahead of the London
2012 Olympics. The drug had been banned by the Australian Olympic Committee some months before, and the six
were warned that further breaches would see them ruled ineligible for selection for Rio, ABC news reported.
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