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No matter how many subway lines, buses, trams, trains, and other public conveyances we ride, we are rarely left
with a positive impression of the upholstery.
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How does this happen?
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Excuse 1: The design constraints.
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We ask a lot of transport fabric. It has to be durable, since each seat will cradle hundreds of backsides a day. It has
to last for years, be easy to clean, and it has to be able to resist or disguise stains both accidental and vandalistic.
It must also seem clean, even when it's not. Perhaps most important, it has to be safe: Fire, smoke, and smolder
can be deadly, particularly dozens of feet underground in a poorly ventilated tunnel.
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Excuse 2: The design process.
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A design for a new railway coach is a tremendous get for a design firm like Wallace Sewell, but an updated Tube
coach isn't the central assignment for a transport textile designer. Instead, most designers are working on
branding for private coach companies or on small municipal lines. There, design as a civic good may not be the
highest priority.

Excuse 3: Fashion is fickle.
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“It's a trend industry now,” says Newton. Transport fabrics follow fashion just like any other designed commaodity,
with big name artists and textile designers fighting to create the next classic moquette. But when fashion trends are
less understated, so too is the design of your subway seat back.
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