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Brazilian police claim he was involved in a scheme to resell Olympic tickets at higher than their face value.
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Mr Hickey will be replaced as president of the European Olympic Committees - the body which brings together the
50 national committees across the continent - by his deputy Janez Kocijancic.
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The Olympic Council of Ireland (OCI) said in a statement that Mr Hickey was stepping aside "until this matter is fully
resolved" and would continue to co-operate and assist with all enquiries.
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The former judoka has been a member of the 15-strong executive board of the International Olympic Committee
since 2012, making him a prime mover in the world of international sports.

Brazilian police said that when officers went to Mr Hickey’s hotel room on Wednesday morning, they found his wife
there with his Olympic credentials.
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Mrs Hickey told them her husband had left Rio de Janeiro for Ireland at the weekend, they said.
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"We noticed that there was another room in the hotel under his son’s name, so we went to that room and we found
Hickey by himself," Detective Ronaldo Oliveira told a press conference.
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"There wasn’t much in that room, not even any of his clothes. He was in his bathrobe."
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Police said the arrest was related to that of fellow Irishman Kevin James Mallon on the day of the Olympic opening
ceremony.

More than 700 tickets organised in envelopes clearly marked for sale were found in a safe with Mr Mallon,
Detective Ricardo Barbosa told the BBC.
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Irish broadcaster RTE reports that Mr Hickey faces three potential charges: facilitating ticket touting, forming a
cartel, and "ambush" or illicit marketing.
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