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The online discussion over a Chinese swimmer who has been tested positive at the Rio Olympics Games has
become increasingly politicized, as the focus of the debates in Chinese cyberspace shifted from sports to political
conspiracies.
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While the Internet is rife with criticism of the State-run sports system which some believe triggers drug cheating
practices, some Chinese Net users claim that China and Russia have been treated unfairly because the West has
political frictions with the two. Some said the foreign media only focus on China’s and Russia’s scandals but
ignore those of other countries like Australia which also have a history of drug taking. They also called the people
who refuse to defend Chinese drug taking athletes "traitors."

PPV 7?7?7?7??7?7??7??7?7?77?7?7



g S https://www.jiandongshicai.cn/

— jiandongshicai.cn—

Chinese swimmer Chen Xinyi tested positive for the diuretic hydrochlorothiazide at the Rio Olympics, China’s
swimming association said on Friday. The news came as Chinese and Australian media engaged in a fierce spat
after Australian swimmer Mack Horton openly called Chinese swimmer Sun Yang a "drug cheat.”
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Chu Yin, a professor at the University of International Relations, said "the Olympics Games is two-faced," because
"despite its claims that sport is beyond borders, the game consists of different countries and winning gold is seen
as a national honor."
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This means you cannot cut patriotism and nationalism from the Olympics, Chu said. "China doesn’t need the gold
medals to unite and encourage its people anymore, not to mention using drugs to buy pride. Chinese Net users
shouldn’t take those scandals to a patriotic level," Chu said.

PP 2??7?2?7?72??2?772??74PP??2?????7?2?7722?2°722727??272?2727220?72072??72?77277??7??7?7?7?7?7?777?7”

Some Net users linked Chen’s doping test with Horton’s accusation against Sun, saying there is no need to use
patriotism to protect those athletes who made mistakes and China’s "whole nation” sports system should be held
responsible for the mistakes.
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Huhaisanren, a Weibo user, said "you can’t use gold medals to buy the respect which can only be exchanged by
honesty."
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