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Facebook is opening up its image-recognition artificial intelligence research to the public.The Menlo Park,
Calif.-based tech giant is releasing years’ worth of code and research on “machine vision,” or computer image
recognition and understanding, the company announced Thursday.
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The aim is to help rapidly advance the field of machine vision as the social network expands on users’ interest in
sharing and interacting with photos and videos. The company will continue to publish its latest results and update
open source tools made available.
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“The more the community is using open source code, the faster it is improved and innovated on, which helps
expand expertise and adds longevity to projects we feel are very important,” Piotr Dollar, Facebook Al Research
(FAIR) research scientist, said to USA TODAY in an e-mail.
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Facebook hopes to use Al to eventually search for specific images without an explicit tag on each photo, and
enable those with vision loss to understand an image from a system describing it to them.

PP 7?7?72?72?7?7??7?7?7?7?7?7?7?7

Like other big tech companies, particularly Google, Amazon, Microsoft and Apple, Facebook is racing to have an
edge in artificial intelligence, seen as key to making its ecosystem of services, which include Facebook Messenger,
Instagram and WhatsApp, more intertwined with its users’ daily lives.

Founder Mark Zuckerberg'’s 10-year vision for the company relies on major technological breakthroughs in artificial
intelligence, augmented and virtual reality, and global internet connectivity.
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Facebook is no stranger to open source, or releasing software online to be redistributed or modified. On its website,
the company has a variety of open sourced software for its Android and iOS apps, web service and the backend
infrastructure.

“Facebook has a culture of support for open source hardware and software,” Dollar said. “Progress in science and
technology accelerates when scientists and technologists share not just their results, but their tools and methods.”
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