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The number of African elephants has dropped by around 111,000 in the past decade, according to a new report,
which blames the plummeting figures on poaching.

Thousands of conservationists and government officials have now gathered in Johannesburg in the hopes of
hammering out new international trade regulations.
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With Namibia and Zimbabwe wanting to be allowed to sell ivory stockpiles from natural deaths to fund community
elephant conservation initiatives, Zimbabwe’s Environment Minister, Oppah Muchinguri, rejected the 'imperialistic
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policies’ of opposing countries, branding them a 'clear infringement on the sovereign rights of nations’.

Both Namibia and Zimbabwe boast healthy elephant populations and their desire to sell the stockpiles.
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'CITES should be there to facilitate us to succeed in our conservation programmes rather than these imperialistic
policies,” she added.
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'We have been keeping this ivory for nine years and we're hoping this moratorium will be lifted so that we are able
to sell this ivory or to produce jewellery, artefacts for the benefit of our people,” Ms Muchinguri said.

But in 1997 and 2000, elephant populations in Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe were downgraded
to a less endangered species status, to allow two sales of ivory to Japan and China in 1999 and 2008.
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