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The project was initiated last year by the Fujian Provincial Education Department, together with three other local
departments and five teacher training universities. The purpose of the program is to ease the serious gender
imbalance among primary school and kindergarten teachers.
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The project continues this year, with 500 male participants receiving free training. Wang Yimei (a pseudonym), a
female student at a teachers’ college, believes that the project itself is a kind of gender discrimination. She sent an
application to the provincial legislative affairs office for a legal review of the policy on Sept. 22, but has not yet
received a reply.

An education major at Fujian Normal University said that although the project may succeed in changing the current
proportion of male to female teachers in schools, the men-only policy is nevertheless unfair to women.
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"Perhaps the original intention of the policy was good, but the unilateral reduction of education fees is unfair for
girls. We can call it a kind of sex discrimination,” said Liu Xiaonan, associate professor at China University of
Political Science and Law.
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