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A researcher who is no stranger to controversy has pondered whether exporting wild dog meat to South-East Asia
is a sustainable way to manage the pest.
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Dr Benjamin Allen most recently worked on a plan to release dingoes into a Great Barrier Reef island to kill feral
goats.
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His latest research started with a throwaway comment.
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"I met someone who works a fair bit in Asia. | mentioned that | work with dingoes, and they said 'Oh, I've
always wondered if tinned dingo meat would go well there’," he said.
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Dr Allen did not give the issue much thought until he was preparing to present a paper at a conference focusing on
conservation through the sustainable use of wildlife.
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"Around the world, the sustainable use of wildlife is used as a model for conservation," he said.
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"We have sustainable use here in Australia already. We have kangaroo and possum harvesting industries.
Ecotourism is also sustainable use."
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The paper Dr Allen wrote for the conference is titled Creating dingo meat products for Southeast Asia: potential
market opportunities and cultural dilemmas.
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That last point — cultural dilemmas — has already been tested, given the more than 6,000 signatures on a petition
calling for his session at the conference to be cancelled.

"I think the first reaction from people when they hear the idea of selling wild dog meat to Asia is '"How could you
possibly put our animals through that?™ he said.
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"But the dogs are already being killed through trapping and shooting."”
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Dr Allen said the control of wild dogs on Australian pastoral land had become a major concern to local, state and
federal governments.
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"We've got no idea how many wild dogs are in Australia, but there’s something in the order of 10,000-15,000
scalps a year handed in to local governments for bounty payment," he said.

"The dog is often hung on a tree or hung on a fence, or left to rot on the ground.”
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Dr Allen has spent the major part of his career trying to curb the impact of feral animals on prime agricultural
country.
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"In those areas, dogs are not a conservation focus, they are a pest to those industries. Those enterprises are worth
a lot to our economy,” he said.
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Dr Allen was in November awarded the inaugural Dave Choquenot Science Prize for developing and implementing
strategies for dealing with wild dogs and feral cats in Australia.

He said the hypothetical case of a wild dog meat industry raised many ethical questions.
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"The reaction to the mere title of the talk is exactly the kind of reason why you would need to use a very
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comprehensive research and development approach to developing a product.”
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With researchers considering ways to feed the world’s growing population, Dr Allen said it would be wrong not to
discuss the ethical issues of food production.
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"People might complain about population growth, but it's still going to happen,"” he said.
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"There’s probably more people in the world who find cows sacred than eat cow.
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"So in a global world, we need to start thinking about things like this, and that's why we have conferences on this
stuff, to debate and reason.
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"These things shouldn’t be so taboo that we can't even talk about it, but | think anyone would be crazy to try and
start a wild dog meat industry in Australia.
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"But having said that, when | drive along the road in western Queensland and | see a bunch of wild dogs hanging

off a fence, | think 'What a waste’.
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