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《马可波罗并非最早 中西交流始于公元前三世纪》

导读:据一项最新研究发现，中国和西方的交流源远流长，早在马可波罗来华1500多年
前就已经开始交往。

Archaeologists say inspiration for the Terracotta Warriors, found at the Tomb of the First Emperor near today’s
Xian, may have come from Ancient Greece.

?????????????????????????????

They also say ancient Greek artisans could have been training locals there in the Third Century BC.

?????????????????????????????????????

Polo’s 13th Century journey to China was the first to be well-documented.

??13???????????????????????????

However, Chinese historians recorded much earlier visits by people thought by some to have been emissaries from
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the Roman Empire during the Second and Third Centuries AD.

???????????????????????????????????2-3???????????????

"We now have evidence that close contact existed between the First Emperor’s China and the West before the
formal opening of the Silk Road. This is far earlier than we formerly thought," said Senior Archaeologist Li Xiuzhen,
from the Emperor Qin Shi Huang’s Mausoleum Site Museum.

?????????????????????????“???????????????????????????????????????????????????”

A separate study shows European-specific mitochondrial DNA has been found at sites in China’s western-most
Xinjiang Province, suggesting that Westerners may have settled, lived and died there before and during the time of
the First Emperor.

?????????????????????????????DNA???????????????????????????

Farmers first discovered the 8,000 terracotta figures buried less than a mile from the tomb of China’s first emperor
Qin Shi Huang in 1974.

1974????????????????????????????8000????

However there was no tradition of building life-sized human statues in China before the tomb was created. Earlier
statues were simple figurines about 20cm (7.9ins) in height.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????20?????7.9?????

To explain how such an enormous change in skill and style could have happened, Dr Xiuzhen believes that
influences must have come from outside China.

????????????????????????????????????????????

"We now think the Terracotta Army, the Acrobats and the bronze sculptures found on site have been inspired by
ancient Greek sculptures and art," she said.

????“??????????????????????????????????????????????”

Prof Lukas Nickel from the University of Vienna says statues of circus acrobats recently found at the First
Emperor’s tomb support this theory.

???????????????????????????????????????????
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He believes the First Emperor was influenced by the arrival of Greek statues in Central Asia in the century following
Alexander the Great, who died in 323BC.

????????????????323???????????????????????????????????

"I imagine that a Greek sculptor may have been at the site to train the locals," he said.

????“????????????????????????????????”

Other discoveries include new evidence that the First Emperor’s tomb complex is much bigger than first thought
and 200 times bigger than Egypt’s Valley of the Kings.

????????????????????????????????????????????200??

They also include the mutilated remains of women, believed to have been high-ranking concubines of the First
Emperor, and the skull of a man with a crossbow bolt embedded in it.

????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

The skull is believed to have belonged to the First Emperor’s eldest son, thought to have been killed along with
others during a power struggle after the emperor’s death.

????????????????????????????????????????????
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