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With fewer than 2,000 of the animals living in the wild, and only 400 more in captivity, the giant panda is one of the
world’s most vulnerable species.

In order to increase the wild population of this rare bear, two captive-bred pandas will be released into the wild in
China.
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Three-year-old Hua Yan and two-year-old Zhang Meng are both female pandas. They have become the 6th and
7th giant pandas bred in captivity to be released into the wild.
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Huang Yan, chief engineer of the China Conservation and Research Centre for the Giant Panda, says the
organization launched this rehabilitation scheme back in 2003.

"Although there are nearly two thousand pandas living in the wild, their habitats are fragmented into six different
mountain ranges and the whole wild population is scattered into 33 small groups. Some small populations only
have ten animals, which leads to a high risk of interbreeding and extinction. That's the reason why we started this
program.”

Huang says in order to be released to the wild, each panda has to go through various training, such as how to find
food and avoid predators.
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The newly released pandas will live in Liziping Nature Reserve, located in Sichuan Province in the southwest of
China.
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Wang Chengdong, another panda specialist at the center, helped to implant identification chips and GPS collars on
the pandas.

"By sending the pandas to the Liziping Nature Reserve, we increase mating alternatives and improve the genetic
structure. Next, we will release more captive-born pandas to the wild in a bid to rescue the entire wild population. "
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