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In the first Republican debate, Ben Carson argued that when it comes to being a good
president, “ the thing that is probably most important is having a brain.”
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While a high IQ does not guarantee success, it is true that intelligence is often associated with effective leaders.
But does that trend hold true for U.S. presidents? Are the most successful presidents also the most intelligent?
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#27 - George H. W. Bush
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IQ: 130.1

???130.1

College: Yale University

2??77??77?

Before he attended Yale, George H. W. Bush enlisted in the Navy and served until the end of World War Il. He also
had a successful career in the oil industry before turning to politics.
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Number: 41st President

????41777?

Party Affiliation: Republican Party

P??7??7?77?7

State Affiliation: Texas

7?77?7777 77

Date of Birth: June 12, 1924
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#20 - George Washington

IQ: 132.5

???132.5

College: None

2?77?77

Washington managed to become the first U.S. president without a college degree. In addition to having a sharp
political mind, Washington was also a skilled military commander.
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Number: 1st President

????17?7?7?

Years in Office: 1789 — 1797, 7 years 9 months

State Affiliation: Virginia

2?7?7??7?7?7?7

Date of Birth: February 22, 1732

???1732727227

#19 - Martin Van Buren
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IQ: 133.4

???133.4

College: None

7?77

#18 - Rutherford B. Hayes

1Q: 133.9

???133.9

College: Kenyon College
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#17 - William Henry Harrison

17222:22:22?

1Q: 133.9

???7133.9

College: Hampden-Sydney College (withdrew)
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#16 - Franklin Pierce

IQ: 134.8

???7134.8

College: Bowdoin College
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#15 - Millard Fillmore

1Q: 136.0

???7136.0

College: None
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#14 - John Tyler

1Q: 136.2

???7136.2

College: College of William and Mary
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#13 - Franklin D. Roosevelt

IQ: 139.6

???7139.6

College: Harvard University

2??77?77??

In terms of influence, few presidents can match FDR’s 12 years as president. Roosevelt was also one of the most
intellectual presidents to occupy the White House.

Number: 32nd President

????3277?7?
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Party Affiliation;: Democratic Party

27777777777

State Affiliation: New York

2?7?7777

Date of Birth: January 30, 1882

???188271?30?

#12 - Abraham Lincoln
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IQ: 140

???140

College: None

7?77

With an estimated IQ of 140, Lincoln is undoubtedly one of the smartest presidents. Despite never obtaining a
college degree, Lincoln was a highly-respected lawyer and a skilled orator.

Number: 16th President

????1677?7?

Party Affiliation: Republican Party

?2?7??7°?7?7?7?

State Affiliation: lllinois

2?7?7?7°?7?7?7?7?

Date of Birth: February 12, 1809

???1809727127?
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#11 - James Madison

IQ: 141.3

???7141.3

College: Princeton University
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#10 - Chester A. Arthur

10?7?7??.2?2.2?

IQ: 141.5

???141.5

College: Union College

2??77?77??
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#9 - James Garfield

IQ: 141.5

???141.5

College: Williams College
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#8 - Theodore Roosevelt

IQ: 142.3

???142.3

College: Harvard University

2?7?7777
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#7 - John Adams

IQ: 142.5

???142.5

College: Harvard University
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#6 - Jimmy Carter

IQ: 145.1

??7?145.1

College: U.S. Naval Academy
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#5 - Woodrow Wilson

IQ: 145.1

??7?145.1

College: Princeton University

2??7?7?7?77?77
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#4 - Bill Clinton

IQ: 148.8

???7148.8

College: Georgetown University

27?7?7777

Clintonwas elected to Phi Beta Kappa at Georgetown University and won a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford
University, where he studied philosophy, politics and economics. He also received a law degree from Yale.
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Number: 42nd President

??0??4277?7
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Party Affiliation;: Democratic Party

27777777777

State Affiliation: Arkansas

2?7??77?7?7?

Date of Birth: August 19, 1946

???194678719?

#3 - John F. Kennedy
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IQ: 150.7

???150.7

College: Harvard University

2?7?7777

At 43, Kennedy was the youngest person to be elected president. Although he frequently struggled with health
issues, Kennedy was nonetheless an avid scholar and an ambitious statesman.

Number: 35th President

????3577?7?

Party Affiliation: Democratic Party

?2?7??7°?7?7?7?

State Affiliation: Massachusetts

2?7?7?7°?7?7?7?7?

Date of Birth: May 29, 1917

???1917757297?
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#2 - Thomas Jefferson

IQ: 153.8

???7153.8

College: College of William and Mary (withdrew)

2?7?077??77?7?77?7
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#1 - John Quincy Adams

IQ: 168.8

??7168.8

College: Harvard University

2??77?77??
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