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The visit of Hung Hsiu-chu, chairwoman of Taiwan’s Kuomintang party, to the mainland this week will be
significant for improving the peaceful development of cross-Straits relations, according to academics.
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Hung arrived in Nanjing, capital of Jiangsu province, on Sunday to start a five-day visit, making her first stop at the
Mausoleum of Sun Yat-sen.
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On Monday, she will fly to Beijing for a forum on the peaceful development of cross-Straits relations as well as
meetings with high-level leaders of the Communist Party of China.
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Under the current situation, interaction between the two parties and efforts to consolidate common political ground
will have a positive influence on maintaining peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait, An Fengshan, a
spokesman for Taiwan Affairs Office of the State Council, said on Wednesday.
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"We hope the exchange and interaction between the KMT and CPC can continue," An said. "based on the political
foundation of the 1992 Consensus, the two parties could improve cross-Straits relations and the well-being for
people on both sides of the strait.”
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"Hung is strongly against so-called Taiwan independence," said Ni Yongjie, deputy director of the Shanghai
Institute of Taiwan Studies

Liu Guoshen, director of Xiamen University’s Taiwan Research Institute, praised Hung’s courage to visit the
mainland at the current time.
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"It's been a difficult time for cross-Straits relations, but the exchanges will not stop," he said. "The KMT plays
an important role in the peaceful development of cross-Straits relations."
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