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High school student Li Chuling brushes her long hair into a ponytail before she leaves for school every morning. It
takes time, but she enjoys it. "Every girl likes to be well groomed," she said.
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Yet up until recently, the length of girls’ hair was strictly controlled at many high schools in Guangzhou, capital of
Guangdong province.
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The city hit national head-lines in 2006 when female students were told to keep their hair short - level with their
earlobes at the longest. This stirred heated discussions about whether schools had the right to dictate such things.

But local media have report-ed that the once-strict requirement is being relaxed at many schools.
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The Affiliated High School of South China Normal University, a top high school in Guangzhou, revised the rule this
semester. Xiao Chaoyun, deputy headmaster, said the school management now just requires students to be neatly
dressed and tie up their hair if they want to wear it long.
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The change "indicates that students’ personality is respected", Xiao said.
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"Now every floor of the girl students’ dormitories has been equipped with a hair dryer," she added.
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Zhang Yiri, an associate professor at Guangzhou City Polytechnic, said the rules that require all the students to
have the same, short hairstyle are outdated. "Students are not servicemen, and they have the right to develop their
personality and like to look smart while studying hard," Zhang said.
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In recent years, more schools have quietly relaxed their rules on girls’ hair, only requiring female students to have a
short haircut at the beginning of the semester, rather than year-round.
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Xiao explained that the previous strict requirement was made in consideration for students’ health and safety.
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"Girl students with long hair could have an accident during laboratory work in their chemistry lessons. They might
also easily catch a cold after swimming, as their long hair cannot be dried in a very short time," Xiao said.
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The new tolerance of long hair has been applauded by parents and their children.
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Wang Yanyan, mother of a 16-year-old girl, said it was hard work persuading her daughter to have her hair cut
before the new school term began. "My daughter used to cry and say she looked ugly after having a short hair cut,”
Wang said. "Fortunately | no longer have to do that.”

2?77


http://www.tcpdf.org

