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《日本议会批准赌场合法化》

为了提振日本经济，在安倍首相的支持下，日本赌场也将和澳门一样成为合法场所。
过去15年日本政客一直对此争论不休，人们担心法案一通过，社会将出现赌博成瘾、
集团犯罪等歪风邪气。尽管民意调查显示反对者占大多数，但日本议会最终还是通过
了赌场合法化决议。

Japan's parliament has passed a long-awaited law to legalise casinos. 

?????????????????????????

The move paves the way for casino resort developments that also include hotels and shopping centres. 

????????????????????????????????

International gaming firms including Wynn Resorts, MGM Resorts and Caesars have expressed an interest in
running businesses in Japan. 

??????????????????????????????????????

Casino operators are keen to find new markets, especially those in close proximity to China. 
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????????????????????????????

Politicians in Japan's lower house approved the bill in the early hours of Thursday. It had already been passed in
the upper house. 

?????????????????????????????????

The move was backed by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who believes the changes will stimulate tourism and help the
country's flagging economy. 

???????????????????????????????????

But with legislation still needed on how to regulate the sector, casinos are not expected to open for at least another
six years. 

??????????????????????????????????

An estimate by Daiwa Research Institute suggests that just three casinos in Japan could earn annual profits of
$10bn. 

??????????????????????????100????

But it added that Japan would also have to differentiate itself to attract gamblers in Asia who already can choose to
visit casinos in Singapore, Macau, the Philippines, and South Korea. 

?????????????????????????????????????????????????

Politicians have clashed over plans to legalise casinos in Japan for the past 15 years, with strong opposition based
largely around fears of gambling addiction and other social fall-out such as organised crime. 

???15??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

And pro-casino campaigners have had to try and allay fears about the negative impact of casinos, promising
measures to combat addiction and money laundering. 

???????????????????????????????????????????????

An opinion poll by public broadcaster NHK found 44% of those questioned opposed the plans, with just 12%
supporting it and 34% of respondents undecided. 

????????????????NHK??????????44%???????????34%???????????12%?

Casinos are currently illegal in Japan, though gambling on horse, boat and bicycle races is allowed through
government-backed bookmakers. 

??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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The most common form of gambling in Japan is Pachinko, the country's take on pinball. Played in parlours across
Japanese towns and cities, the game is tolerated despite its legal status remaining vague. 

??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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