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Nigeria has confiscated 2.5 tonnes of "plastic rice" smuggled into the country by unscrupulous businessmen, the
customs service says.

Lagos customs chief Haruna Mamudu said the fake rice was intended to be sold in markets during the festive
season.

It is not clear where the seized sacks came from but rice made from plastic pellets was found in China last year.
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Rice is the most popular staple food in Nigeria.
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Investigations are under way to establish how much of the contraband has already been sold.
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The customs official called on "economic saboteurs who see yuletide season as a peak period for their nefarious
acts to desist from such illegal” business activity.
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