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Santa Clauses can be busy during the Christmas season - especially the foreign Santas.
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Those with foreign faces are in high demand by luxury brands because they resemble the "actual" Santa Claus
more than Chinese models. Less discriminating institutions and families usually choose a Chinese Santa.
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"Our Christmas services ended a week early because all of our models were booked," said Hu Meng, a Shanghai-
based agent for brands such as Cartier and Swarovski with foreign models.
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All of the agency’s models are foreigners, with the majority coming from the Netherlands and New Zealand. It even
offers female Santas.
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Most of the brands only want models to pose for pictures; some others ask their Santa Claus to pass out small gifts
or greet customers.
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Hu said there’s really no estimate on the number of models because they're stationed all over the country, including
in Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen. Price ranges from 3,000 to 10,000 yuan ($430-$1,430) for a commercial event
that usually lasts for several hours.

But among the foreign-faced Santas in Shanghai, the most "original" is believed to be the one who comes from
Santa Claus Village in Lapland region of Finland.
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It is said there are only 50 such original Santas from that special area, and Shanghai was lucky to have one again
this year thanks to a Christmas activity by the Kerry Parkside development.
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