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《FT社评：到了亚洲和平与稳定的危险时刻》

Leader_A perilous moment for Asia’s peace and stability

A dangerous arms race is under way in Asia. How the next US president deals with American allies in the region
will decide the outcome of that race.  ??????????????????????????????????????????????????

In a recent interview with the Financial Times, the Filipino defence minister explained how his country is rearming in
the face of rising tension around its borders. The most obvious threat is an ascendant China, which has made
sweeping territorial claims in the South China Sea that overlap with the claims of many of its maritime neighbours,
including the Philippines.
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????(South China
Sea)????????????????????????????????????

Manila’s inferior military capacity has prompted its government to seek accommodation with Beijing, even to the
point of promising to buy Chinese weapons and materiel. This state of affairs should serve as a wake-up call in
Washington and alert Donald Trump’s incoming administration to a much broader problem facing the US in Asia.
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????(Donald
Trump)???????????????????

The US presence in Asia since the second world war has largely served as a stabilising force, notwithstanding the
upheaval of Korean and Vietnam wars. It allowed countries to prosper and trade despite lingering animosity from
wartime atrocities and the legacy of colonialism.
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

The fact that such a staunch ally as the Philippines no longer feels it can rely on the US to defend its interests is a
sign of just how much American prestige and power has eroded in this part of the world.
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

That is before Mr Trump has even taken office. During his campaign, the president-elect vowed to reduce US
obligations abroad and even suggested he could remove the nuclear umbrella that currently protects South Korea
and Japan. That umbrella has so far stopped the Asian arms race from going nuclear.
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

Encouraging Korea and Japan to develop their own nuclear capacity would be a crass miscalculation on the part of
the new US administration. But if Asia is to enjoy many more years of peace and stability, Mr Trump will have to do
more than avoid disastrous mistakes. He must make clear to America’s traditional allies that they will no longer be
taken for granted and that the US is committed to preserving the balance of power in the region. Manila is the first
of the “wobbly dominoes” the Trump administration must deal with. ????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????“?????
?????”?

On this front there is some cause for optimism. Since the US election, Rodrigo Duterte, the Filipino president, has
dialled down his criticism of Washington and indicated he is looking forward to working with Mr Trump. For his part,
Mr Trump appears to have set aside the Obama administration’s concerns over extrajudicial killings of thousands of
alleged drug dealers and addicts since Mr Duterte came to power this year.
???????????????????????????????????(Rodrigo
Duterte)???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

From Mr Duterte’s perspective, criticism of human rights abuses was the biggest source of friction in the
relationship. While the US under Mr Trump need not endorse these policies, it must find a way to work more closely
with Manila as an unwavering friend and ally.
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???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

President Obama’s “pivot” to Asia, later rebranded as a “rebalance”, has failed in its objective of reassuring
allies, checking America’s relative decline and slowing China’s rise in the region. Rearmament in the Philippines
and Mr Duterte’s embrace of Beijing and Moscow are evidence of that.
?????“??”??????????“???”?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

Mr Trump has a genuine opportunity to reinforce America’s presence in Asia and confirm its role as a guarantor of
stability and peace. There is a possibility however that he will do the opposite and allow his dealmaking instincts to
upset the balance. The consequences of that would be a much riskier region, vulnerable to conflagration.
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

??/???
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