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On Valentine’s Day this year, it was not a love letter but a handful of "leave request" letters that touched the hearts

of Chinese netizens.

PP 2???7????????7?7?7?7?7?7?7?727?7?7

The letters were written by a couple who both work as train drivers in central China. These were not their normal
leave request letters, however, all of the letters were written to the couple’s five-year-old daughter Chen Yutong.

PPV 7?72?7???7?2?7?7????7?7?7???7???7??7?7??27?77?7

"Dear sweetie, Spring Festival is just about to start, and with it comes the annual travel rush. Daddy and mummy
must work overtime, so we can’t be with you for the holiday," says one letter penned by the girl's mother Xiao

Sanying.
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QP74 7?7?7?7?7?7?7?7?7?7??7”

The letter was signed off with: "We would like to request leave. | hope we get your approval. Love you, your daddy
and mummy."

PPP0VPP?PUPPVPP?P??????7???7?2??7???7??7?7??27?7?7?”

Chinese netizens were moved that the couple wrote such letters to a child.

QP07 7??7??7?7?7?77?7

"| cried after reading the story. I, too, have to leave my daughter for work in a month," wrote one netizen.

PPV PVVPPVV????????2?7?2?7?2??7??77???7?7?27?7?7?77?7?77?7?”

Being an employee of China’s massive railway system can be exhausting. Even more so during the Spring
Festival travel rush, or "Chunyun."

QPP 7??????????7??7??7

It has been estimated that around 356 million train trips would be made during the 40-day Chunyun period that will
end on Feb. 21. The city of Wuhan, where Chen’s parents work, is one of the country’s busiest train hubs.

The couple missed their daughter’s birthday, school events and holidays. Chen’s main carers are her
grandparents.

PPV 72?7??7??77?7??7??7??7??7?77

Racked with guilt, the young couple started to write letters requesting their daughter’s permission to take "family
leave." Since their first letter, which they wrote on the last day of 2014, 15 more have followed.

Chen’s mother, Xiao, explained that the couple started writing letters because there was one day when she could
not attend her daughter’s kindergarten sports day.

PP 7???7?7??7???7??7?7?7??7??7?7?7?7?7?7?7
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"She was so sad. But when we were home, | drafted a letter and read it to her. She seemed to understand and
came over to hug me and kiss me," Xiao said.

PPNV VIVVIVVVVIVVIVIVPVPVPVPVPV???????7?7?2?7?7?7?7?7?77?7°?7”

Chen Gang, the girl's father, often underscored the point of sacrifice and job dedication in the letters he penned.

P00 2??????7???7??7??27?7?7??7?7?7

"There are so many grandpas, grandmas, uncles, aunts, brothers and sisters who take the train to be with their
families,” Chen said. "My daughter, you need to understand that it is the responsibility of your father and mother to
make sure these people get home safe for the New Year holiday."

PPNV 727??7???7?272?7?7277?277?72??7?27??72?7?7??27?7?7?77?7?77”

The couple’s story is no isolated case, many railway workers today still sacrifice time with their family to work.

PP ?72??2??7?72?77????2?7?7277?7?7?

Chen said the letters were also a way to show their daughter how important it was to help others.

P07 ??????7???7???7??7?7?7?7?

"We want her to understand that her parents were absent because they were helping people,” he said.

PPV 7??7??7??7?7?7?7?7?7?7?7??7”

Despite all this, Chen and Xiao are not without regrets.

P77 ??????7?7??7??7?7??277?7

Their absences have meant that they have missed out on being there for their daughter when she needed them.

PPV ???????????????7??7??7??7??77?7

And while it is reassuring that the child’s grandparents are there for her, it means that their daughter is closer to
them than her own parents.
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PPV 2?7?2??7?7????7?7?7?27?7?7?2?7?7?7?7?777

"One day | went to pick her up from kindergarten and said she wanted her grandma, not me," Xiao said.

PP 7???7???7?2?7?7???7??7?7??7?7??27?77?7
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