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Starting next month, square dancers in Beijing could risk legal repercussions if they are deemed to be disturbing
the peace, Chinanews.com reported.
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Beijing’s newly revised regulation on the national fitness program stipulates that fitness activities should not disturb
the public order, and violators will be subject to penalties or even criminal prosecution at the hands of public
security departments.
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With public square dancing becoming increasingly popular among Chinese citizens, and especially among senior
citizens, disputes between dancers and residents have been on the rise, as the dancing is usually accompanied by
loud music.
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Places including Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and the cities of Xi’an and Nanchong have already
formulated regulations controlling fitness activities in public places. These regulations, however, do not designate
specific departments to oversee square dancing.
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Beijing’s new regulation demonstrates the government’'s commitment to solving the problems caused by square
dancing, and is a good example of resolving disputes through law, the report noted.
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