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A Japanese man believed to be long involved in promoting friendly ties between Japan and China was formally
arrested by Chinese authorities, on a possible spy charge, Japanese media Jiji Press reported on Saturday.
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The report quoted anonymous sources as saying the Japanese man, who allegedly caused harm to China’s
security, was taken into custody in 2016 when he visited Beijing for a symposium in July.

The sources didn't disclose the reason for his arrest, but said the person might be charged with spying. He was
formally arrested on February 16, Kyodo News reported.
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According to a previous report by the Chinese version of the Global Times, the man was believed to be Hideji
Suzuki, the head of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Association. It said the 60-year-old man has been
studying Chinese-related topics for more than 30 years.

The association’s website said it was founded in September 2010 for communication between young Chinese and
Japanese. However, the Global Times discovered the website could not be accessed.

Chinese authorities have not confirmed the report as of press time.
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China implemented the Counterespionage Law in 2014. Foreign individuals and organizations who engage in
espionage activities or who encourage and sponsor others to conduct them will be punished, as with domestic
organizations and individuals who spy on the country for foreign organizations and individuals.
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