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Federal judges in Hawaii and Maryland have blocked US President Donald Trump’s new travel ban, which was
due to begin after midnight on Thursday.
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The order would have placed a 90-day ban on people from six mainly Muslim nations and a 120-day ban on
refugees.

Both judges questioned the legality of the ban, which critics say is discriminatory.
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President Trump insists the move is to stop terrorists from entering the United States.
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An earlier version of the order, issued in late January, sparked confusion and protests, and was blocked by a judge
in Seattle.
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In Hawaii, District Judge Derrick Watson cited "questionable evidence" in the government’s argument that the ban
was a matter of national security.

US District Judge Theodore Chuang, sitting in Maryland, also ruled it was meant to be a ban on Muslims, and
therefore violated the First Amendment.
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Hawaii state had argued that the ban would harm tourism and the ability to recruit foreign students and workers,
while in Maryland the plaintiffs argued it discriminated against Muslims and illegally reduced to number of refugees
being accepted for resettlement in the US.
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What happens next?
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Mr Trump said he will take the case "as far as it needs to go", including to the US Supreme Court.
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California, Massachusetts, New York, Oregon and Washington state are all taking part in legal actions against the
revised ban.
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The technique uses a modified version of IVF to combine the DNA of the two parents with the healthy mitochondria
of a donor woman.

It results in babies with 0.1% of their DNA from the second woman and is a permanent change that would be
passed down through the generations.
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