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How the other half lives! A millionaire family that splashes out J 1,700 a week swapped
homes (and lives) with one that scrapes by on [0 138 - and some VERY intriguing lessons
emerged
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There are three cars gleaming in the Bentley family drive: a Porsche, a Range Rover and — of course — a rather
splendid Bentley.
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‘Everyone used to say we should have one, with our name,’ smiles millionaire Terry Bentley, who made his fortune
via loft conversions.
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Terry bought his company for 5,000 pounds, but when he sold it six years ago it was turning over 42.5 million
pounds.

The cars are the first thing single mother Angela Carter-Begbie sees in Lincolnshire, four kids in tow, to take part in
a daring new ‘lifeswap’ TV programme. Angela’s name might sound posh, but her life certainly isn'’t.

????Angela Carter-

She drives a clapped-out Skoda (on the days where she can afford petrol). ‘I thought I'd died and gone to
heaven,’ says Angela, 42, of the modern, four-bedroom home on an exclusive estate that she got to call her own —
albeit only for a week.

‘Their house is the sort of place you dream about, all beautifully done out, like a showroom. The kitchen is massive
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and they’ve got three bathrooms so no one ever has to share. | can't even swing a cat in my bathroom at home —
and | have to share it with my four kids.’

If you've ever wondered how the other half live, then this programme not only answers the question, but lets
participants have a taste, too. The rich families in each episode are drawn from Britain’s most affluent ten per cent
— while the poor families come from the bottom ten per cent.
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The format sees them not only moving into each other’s houses, but stepping into their lives as they are given the
spending money the other family has in a typical week.
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The millionaire Bentleys — Terry, wife Sharon, both 54, and their daughter Kaylee, 26 — are horrified to discover
they will have just 138.83 pounds to survive on. This is how much Angela has each week after she pays her rent
and bills. It has to cover food. Kaylee, who spends a staggering 300 pounds a week on clothes, has trouble taking
itin.

Back in the glossy kitchen Kaylee has just left, there is disbelief, too, when the Carter-Begbies gather round as
Angela counts out the cash. Their spending money for the week? 1,797.43 pounds. ‘It would take me three and a
half months to earn something like this,” she says.

Doubtless this programme will prompt accusations that it is another example of ‘poverty porn’ — using vulnerable
people’s perilous financial situations as entertainment. But it does provide a fascinating glimpse into how polarised
our society is.

PPV 7——070?772??2?77?2???????7?7???7?7???7??7?72??7??7?7??7


http://www.tcpdf.org

