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A prefecture government in Northeast China has threatened heavy fines for people who illegally harvest and sell
wild rhododendrons after in demand of online sales led to a large number of the flowers being cut or pulled from the
ground.
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A newspaper in Heilongjiang province’s Daxing’anling prefecture, where many of the flowers originate, reported
that one Taobao shop alone had sold more than 190,000 cuttings in a single month this year.
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However, the rush to harvest the wildflowers has resulted in scenes of devastation. Footage shared on social
media showed a road in Daxing’anling carpeted with discarded cuttings, with many pulled up by the roots.
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The prefecture government has released regulations to step up inspections in areas where the flowers grow, and
introduced penalties for people who illegally harvest or sell them.
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"We have noticed the mass illegal cutting of wild rhododendron flowers that have been sold online this year and we
have taken strict measures to tackle the problem," said Lyu Jianzhao, a government spokesman.
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Offenders will be fined up to 10 times the amount they make from selling the plants, Lyu said, adding that no
penalties had have been issued so far.

Although wild rhododendrons are not included on the national list of protected species, any exploitation of them
requires approval from the authorities, according to Zhang Shusen, head of wild animal and plant protection at the
Heilongjiang Forestry and Industry Bureau.
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However, if you want to gift flowers, there are many other good choices apart from wild rhododendrons.
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If you want to send flowers to your girlfriend, roses are a good choice. The rose is the typical representation of love
and romance. Different amounts of roses stand for different things. For example, one rose means loyalty, and
ninety-nine roses mean permanence.
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If you want to send flowers to your friends, you should send lilies. The lily’s passionate appearance and fragrant
smell represent deep friendship. Also, a lily has many different varieties, each with unique meanings. For instance,
the white lily stands for pure affection, and the perfume lily stands for blessing for marriage.
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If you want to send flowers to your relatives, carnations are a suitable idea. The flower language of a carnation is
sincere kinship, and the elegant shape and warm color of the flower give people the same feeling of amiable care
from families.
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If you want to send flowers to your teachers, an orchid is a great option. Orchids represent the spirit of virtuousness
anddevotion, which symbolizes teachers.

PP 27?2??22??727?72°?27??7?7?7


http://www.tcpdf.org

