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Apple has acknowledged that the design of its standalone desktop computer, the Mac Pro, restricted its ability to
update the model.

But it said it would not be able to release a "new model" until an unspecified point after 2017.The tech firm had
faced criticism that it was not addressing the needs of its professional users.
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It released a new line-up of MacBook-Pro-branded laptops in October, but was attacked for not including more
powerful graphics cards in them and for removing several of the ports found in earlier models.

One expert said the latest announcement would reassure graphic designers, video editors, scientists and other
power users that Apple was not abandoning them to focus on iPads and iPhones, which outsell the Macs.

Apple’s engineering chiefs told a small group of journalists - which did not include the BBC - that the company had
been constrained as a consequence of how it had expected graphics chip technology to develop.

The firm had believed it would become more common to use multiple graphics processing units (GPUSs) to carry out
complex tasks. The Mac Pro was designed to use two in parallel.Instead, component-makers have focused on
designing parts that maximise the output of a single GPU and give out more heat as a result.

This caused problems for the trash-can-like design of the machine. It did away with the multiple heat sinks and fans
found in earlier Mac Pros, and instead used a single triangular piece of aluminium to conduct heat away from its
processors, helping it to run more quietly as a result.

The way the system is architected, it just doesn’t lend itself to significant reconfiguration for somebody who might
want a different combination of GPUs.

The refreshed models add more powerful CPU (central processing units) and dual-GPUs than before. But
otherwise little has changed, including a lack of USB-C or Thunderbolt 3 ports common to Apple’s other high-end
systems, which offer data speed benefits.
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| think it was simply untenable for Apple to continue to remain silent on the Mac Pro front, commented the tech
blogger John Gruber, who was also invited to the meeting.

On Tuesday, Imagination Technologies - the British designer of GPUs for its smartphones and tablets - revealed
that Apple planned to go it alone and design its GPUs in-house
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