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The US president told Reuters he would like to solve the crisis diplomatically but that it was "difficult" and a "major,
major conflict" was possible.
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The UN Security Council is meeting to discuss North Korea on Friday.
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US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has said China has told the US it will impose sanctions on North Korea if it
conducts further nuclear tests.
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Shortly after being elected, Mr Trump had accused China of not doing enough to rein in North Korea, and
suggested the US could take unilateral action.
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But in a wide-ranging interview with Reuters from the Oval Office, Mr Trump - who met Mr Xi earlier this month -
said the Chinese president "certainly doesn’t want to see turmoil and death".

"He is a very good man and | got to know him very well.
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"He loves China and he loves the people of China. | know he would like to be able to do something, perhaps it's
possible that he can't," he said.
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Of Mr Kim, he said: "He’s 27 years old. His father dies, took over a regime. So say what you want but that is not
easy, especially at that age."

But he stressed he was "not giving him credit”, and added: "l hope he’s rational.”
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"There is a chance that we could end up having a major, major conflict with North Korea. Absolutely," said Mr
Trump.
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North Korea has carried out repeated missile tests in recent months and is threatening to conduct its sixth nuclear
test.
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In recent weeks the US has deployed a group of warships and a submarine to the region, angering Pyongyang,
and has also moved parts of the controversial Thaad anti-missile system into South Korea.
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Earlier on Thursday, Mr Tillerson told Fox News that China has urged North Korea to refrain from carrying out more
tests.
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But he did not specify what measures the Chinese had said they would take if their exhortations were ignored.
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Neither did Mr Tillerson detail when China made its threat. There has been no immediate confirmation from Beijing.
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Mr Tillerson said that it was significant North Korea had staged major public commemorations in recent days
without conducting a nuclear test or test-firing an intercontinental ballistic missile.
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Earlier, Russia’s Vladimir Putin called for the resumption of talks with North Korea as tensions on the
peninsula continue to escalate.
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Speaking in Moscow, where he met Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, he urged those involved to "refrain from
using belligerent rhetoric".
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