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For years, the Apple MacBook Air has been one of the most desirable computers in
homes and on school campuses. The the 13-inch version hasn't been updated since 2015,
and that has incoming students and their parents looking at alternatives like the
Microsoft Surface Laptop.

Earlier this month, it was rumored that the Surface Laptop would be a Chromebook killer, going after the education
market with low-priced units. What we actually got was a third-party Windows 10 S laptop from traditional PC
manufacturers like Acer, Asus, Dell, HP, Samsung, and Toshiba. Priced around $299 with the centrally
administered Windows 10 S operating system, these are obviously the systems aimed at supplanting
Chromebooks in schools.

The Surface Laptop starts at $999, and comes with-more robust components like an Intel Core i5 or i7 processor,
up to 16GB RAM, up to 512GB SSD storage, and an option to upgrade to Windows 10 Pro for free. Along with its
13.5-inch screen and comfortable keyboard, these specs line up closer to the Apple MacBook Air 13-inch than any
Chromebook.
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