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A 12-year-old girl has joined the ranks of Mensa after attaining a higher 1Q score than those attributed to Albert
Einstein and Professor Stephen Hawking.

Lydia’s parents only allowed her to sit the test because she had nagged them about it for a year.
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They have never pushed her academically and said they were astonished at the result.
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Her father Arun, 43, said: ‘We really have done nothing special with her. She’s our only child so we don't have
anyone to compare her with.

‘The only thing I'd say is that she started speaking when she was quite young — about six months. At the time | was
a trainee doctor and my wife was studying chemistry and | was away at weekends. She used to say a few words to
me on the phone.

‘She also had an early interest in reading. When she was a few years old she was reading books that were for
children several years older than her.
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‘And maths is her favourite subject. She won a prize for that when she was at primary school.’
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He added: ‘We've got a fairly laid back view [about education]. If a child is pushed to do something that's not
designed for their age then, personally, I'd feel they they’d be missing out on other things.
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