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《双语：会飞的汽车不再是梦》

SAN FRANCISCO — So here’s just how fast technology is accelerating. We haven’t
even nailed down self-driving cars yet, and now the buzz is all about flying cars.

???--?????????????????????????????????????????????

In fact, the dogged pursuit of an airborne escape from traffic has been with us for more than half a century, from
the limited-edition Aerocar of the 1950s to the host of contemporary companies now taking pre-orders for their
airborne vehicles.

????????????????????????????????????????????1950?????????????????????????

Dutch startup PAL-V announced last week that it was taking $10,000 deposits for its $400,000-and-up two seat
Liberty flying car, while Slovakia-based AeroMobil began doing the same for its $1 million-plus machine due out in
three years. Both models would require a runway and a pilot’s license.

???PAL-V??????????10000????????400000???????????????????????AeroMobil?????????????????????????????
????????????????

Other big players include Massachusetts-based Terrafugia, whose XF-T looks like a car with wings folded by its
sides and, notably, can take off and land vertically, using so-called VTOL technology. The company’s site claims
flying an XF-T won’t require a full pilot’s license.

????????????????Terrafugia??????XF-
T???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????XT-T?????????????

Would you pay $1.3 million for a flying car?

????130??????????

Last fall, Uber published a white paper that suggested the ride-hailing giant, which is in the middle of a series of
cultural crises, was going to seriously pursue not just autonomous cars but also self-flying VTOL aircraft. The paper
sketched out a future filled with on-demand air transportation that would shorten a two-hour San Jose to San
Francisco drive to a 15-minute VTOL breeze.

???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????15??????????????????
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"We believe in the long term, VTOL will be even less expensive than owning a car," the paper notes, citing high
demand that would trigger high production and lower vehicle costs.

?????????????????????????“????????????????????????”

In the meantime, the high-tech tinkering continues in workshops around the world, driven as much by innovation as
by the simple desire to get out of earth-bound gridlock.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????

"Everyone’s had the same dream," says Brauer. "You’re stuck in traffic, and you imagine yourself simply flying
away."

?????“???????????”“????????????????????????????” 
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