S s e https://www.jiandongshicai.cn/

— jiandongshicai.cn

OOOAAOOOOO

gb:gboobobooobogoboobbooboogobogbnboobooonon

Going Puteh

| went to a friend’s birthday dinner recently. Two of her other friends organized it. | had a good time. | think time
spent is one of the most precious commodities nowadays, and | was honored to be invited to celebrate with her.
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However, there was one aspect of the evening that left a bad taste in my mouth.
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Her friends decided that everyone would share the bill, but it was not explicitly stated until it was time to pay. | got
to the dinner over an hour late, checked the menu for something that was within my budget and ordered. Forty-five
minutes later, it was time to pay the bill, and | was told how much my part was. The person next to me said, "But
you just got here." | was thinking the same thing, but kept quiet. | had not eaten any of the food they had been
eating for almost two hours.
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| thought to myself, "It's your friend’s birthday, and you want to hang out. The extra money you give is paying for
her meal. Don’t you want her to have a happy birthday?"
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We paid and moved to a club, and the same thing happened. | was asked to pay for drinks I did not drink. Again, |
paid without a word.
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"It's her birthday. She would do the same for me," | told myself.
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| am not used to splitting the bill. It is not my culture. | am used to paying for my own meals, and | resent being
roped in last minute to cover other people’s excess. In a birthday dinner scenario, we would all cover our own cost
and then pool our funds to cover the birthday person’s bill.

| paid and pushed that niggling distaste aside only to wake up the next day to a text asking for money!
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They paid using the WeChat's "Go Dutch" function, which allows a group of people to split the bill. | had given
someone cash and asked them to forward it to the person collecting, which they did. So, why was | being texted
hours later, especially after | posted in the same group saying that | had paid through such and such person?

WeChat's Go Dutch function works well for some groups. | have seen many use it successfully - no fuss, no muss.
But in those cases, people discussed it among themselves before they ordered.

For me, more often than not, this is not the case. The last time something like this happened, it was another
birthday dinner. Some people ordered expensive shrimp, beef and wine, and then rushed to "suggest" splitting the
bill later. Seriously! How about you try living within your means!
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Of course, because no one wanted to make the birthday boy pay, we ended up subsidizing that person’s rather
expensive meal as well, which is not fair to those who ordered what they could afford.
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Honestly, | am getting to the point where splitting the bill might be a deal breaker for dining out with people.
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