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An opinion piece describing the growing difficulties of living in Beijing appears to have become the target of
Chinese government censorship.
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The essay, entitled "Beijing has 20 million people pretending to have a life", says industrialisation, migration and
rising costs mean that many people in the city merely survive from day to day, rather than enjoying life.

It spread widely on social media in China after being published last week. Author Zhang Guochen has since issued
an apology.
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Zhang Guochen (pen name Zhang Wumao) posted his article on 23 July on mobile messenger WeChat.

According to Sohu News more than seven million people read the article before it was deleted from his WeChat
account.

Mr Zhang told The Economic Observer that his article "has many holes in it" and that it was intended to be just "a
piece of mischief, a humorous expression".
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"I made a mistake; most of the media have criticised me, thank you for giving me the opportunity to explain, and to
apologise," he said.
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