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《塑料吸管会造成严重的污染，你还在用吗？》

你知道吗？美国人每天扔掉的吸管足以绕地球两圈。塑料吸管是世界第六大常见垃圾
，而且还是十大海洋垃圾之一。人们发起了各项运动，以鼓励人们少用塑料吸管。

(CNN)Every day, Americans throw away 500 million plastic straws, enough to circle the Earth twice, or fill 125
school buses.
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That means the average American uses over 35,000 of them in a lifetime. But that could even be a low estimate,
according to Adrian Grenier of the non-profit Lonely Whale, which started a campaign called Strawless Ocean.

????????????????35000???????????“????”“?Adrian Grenier?????????????????????“?????”????

"Conservatively, you can guess that Americans will use on average two plastic straws a day, so 500 million is an
accurate estimate. But I challenge you to start paying attention to the straws you get in your iced coffee, smoothies,
soda, and cocktails. When I’m in New York or LA the number of plastic straws I receive is often closer to 10 a day."
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Made from fossil fuels, they are almost never recycled because they’re too small and could be made from several
different types of plastic. They simply contribute to the massive problem of plastic pollution; eight million tons of
plastic is dumped into the oceans every year.

????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????800????????????

Plastic straws are now the target of a growing movement to reduce their use. Possibly the first of such campaigns,
Be Straw Free was started in 2011 by Milo Cress, who was only nine years old at the time. "I noticed that whenever
I ordered a drink at a restaurant, it would usually come with a straw in it, and I don’t usually need a straw," he said.

???????????????????????“????”????????????????2011????9????.???????????“????????????????????????????
????????”

"This seemed like a huge waste. Straws are made of oil, a precious and finite resource. Is making single-use
plastic straws, which will be used for a matter of minutes before being tossed away, really what we want to do with
this resource?"

“????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????”

Cress started asking restaurants in Burlington, Vermont, where he lived at the time, to stop providing straws
automatically to customers and make them optional instead. Many agreed and his request made ripples
nationwide. He says that restaurants that make the switch report a reduction in the number of straws they use
between 50 and 80%.

????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????50
%?80%?

The anti-straw sentiment has crossed borders into the UK, where straws have been included in a government plan
to ban all plastic waste by 2042. Last year, large pub chain Wetherspoons announced that it would replace plastic
straws with paper alternatives across 900 outlets. After the announcement, many smaller chains and pubs across
the country followed suit. According to Wetherspoons CEO John Hutson, the move will save 70 million plastic
straws a year and the reaction from patrons has been "very positive."

????????????????????????2042???????????????????????Wetherspoons?????900???????????????????????????
????????????Wetherspoons??????????.?????????????7000??????????????????“????”?

Offering alternatives or making plastic straws optional, rather than banning them outright, is a common trait among
these campaigns. "We do not want to make people feel bad for needing or even wanting to use a straw in their
drink," said Jackie Nunez, founder of The Last Plastic Straw.

???????????????????????????????????????????“????????”????????.?????“???????????????????????????”

"There are many other viable alternatives to single-use plastic drinking straws that are less harmful to the
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environment, wildlife and humans," she said.

???“????????????????????????????????????????”

Some people use straws to reduce the damage of sugary or acidic drinks to their teeth, or due to special
requirements. "There are disabled people who write me to tell me they carry reusable straws with them -- many
reusable straws even come with a carrying case," said Cress. "There are reusable glass, stainless steel, copper,
bamboo, and several other kinds of reusable straws."

?????????????????????????????????“??????????????????????????????——?????????????”?????“?????????????
?????????????????????????????????”

By not demonizing the straw as an object, he thinks activists can hope to achieve better goals. "I am not out to ban
straws. I think it’s much more effective to encourage people to make the choice not to use them. Voluntary
participation encourages people to spread the word. Forcing people to do things is not always the most effective
way to make a change."
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