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Sexist attitudes quickly surfaced on Chinese social media after a bus carrying around a dozen passengers veered
off course, hit another vehicle and plunged off a bridge into the Yangtze River on Sunday.

Social media users began attacking women drivers after early reports from local media like People’s Daily cited an
eyewitness account that a woman wearing heels driving in the wrong direction caused the accident in the
southwestern city of Chongging.
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Many commenters on Weibo, the popular Chinese platform, wrote messages such as “The traffic management
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authorities should just ban women from driving.”

“The bus should have just run her over to prevent more deaths,” others wrote.
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Other commenters quickly saw sexism in the headlines and pointed out the disparity in reporting. “When a male
driver causes an accident gender is never emphasised, but women are insulted and blamed,” wrote one Weibo
user.
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It was later reported that the woman was driving normally. She suffered minor injuries and was hospitalised.
However, the woman was briefly held by police after the accident, her husband told Thecover.cn.
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His wife was a better driver than he was and had six years’ driving experience, her husband told Thecover.cn,
adding that people would always jump to conclusions when they heard that a woman driver was involved in an
accident.
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Some posts that women should not be allowed to drive were later removed, the Beijing News reported. But many
comments and posts about the injured woman are still on Weibo and can be found by searching “female driver”.
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