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The historic Shirley Hotel in Bethungra, about 24 kilometres from Cootamundra in NSW's South West Slopes
region, is being given away and could practically be yours for just a mere $100.

Established in 1886, the grand, dual-level stone property presents a unique tree change prospect and a chance for
new owners to fulfill their dreams without the overhead costs.

Robyn and Allan Cox, originally from Perth, bought the property unseen in 2014 and said they instantly “fell in
love” with the “stunning” building.
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“We bought it unseen four years ago and we had no idea what we were getting into as we thought we were just
buying an old country pub,” Mrs Cox said.
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“That's when we came to the realisation that this building is a central part of the Bethungra community and
everyone has a story about it.
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“It's quite an iconic building and we realised that it would be selfish to think of this as a family home.”
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Mrs Cox said due to health reasons and wrong “timing” she can no longer run the bed and breakfast business in
the building and is hoping to see people bring it new life.
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“We love the building, but we've just found ourselves at a time that doesn’t suit us as my health isn’t where it should
be to keep going with this business,” she said.
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“At this stage, we're not sure about our future as we need to reach a minimum number of interest in applications.”
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After a friend told them to post to Facebook, Mrs Cox said she has been shocked with the amount of interest she
has received since she started the conversation four days ago.
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“It's scaring the hell out of me, I've never been on Facebook and it's been a bit of a cultural shock to see how
much conversation has come from my post,” she said. “It's a very amazing platform to get the word out.”
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Unlike most buildings put on the market, the owners have chosen a system that requires interested applicants to
pay $100 for a processing fee.

Mrs Cox said this allows anyone the ability to apply and a neutral party, with no attachments to the business or
area, will choose the successful applicant based on who has the best idea for the hotel’s future.
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“We need a minimum 20,000 people to apply to cover the costs as half the money will be taxed and if we don’t
meet the minimum interest required, we will refund all applicants,” she said.
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