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《科学家发明出新型电脑，和人一样能忘事》
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The brain is the ultimate computing machine, so it's no wonder researchers are keen to try and emulate it. Now,
new research has taken an intriguing step in that direction - a device that's able to 'forget' memories, just like our
brains do.

???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????“??”??????

It's called a second-order memristor (a mix of "memory" and "resistor"). The clever design mimics a human brain
synapse in the way it remembers information, then gradually loses that information if it's not accessed for an
extended period of time.
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While the memristor doesn't have much practical use just now, it could eventually help scientists develop a new
kind of neurocomputer – the foundation of artificial intelligence systems – that fulfils some of the same functions a
brain does.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

In a so-called analogue neurocomputer, on-chip electronic components (like the memristor) could take on the role
of individual neurons and synapses. That could both reduce the computer's energy requirements and speed up
computations at the same time.

?????????????????????(????)????????????????????????????????????????????

Right now analogue neurocomputers are hypothetical, because we need to work out how electronics can mimic
synaptic plasticity – the way that active brain synapses strengthen over time and inactive ones get weaker. It's why
we can hang on to some memories while others fade away, scientists think.

???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????

Previous attempts to produce memristors used nanosized conductive bridges which would then decay over time, in
the same way that memories might decay in our minds.
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Sons are traditionally expected to emulate their fathers.

??????????????

You don’t need to emulate others to find happiness.
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