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Apps from Chinese developers have been gaining popularity on Indian app stores for
some time. Last year, as many as 44 of the top 100 Android apps in India were developed
by Chinese firms.

But things have changed this year as local developers put on a fight. According to app analytics and marketing firm
AppsFlyer, Indian apps as a whole have recaptured their original standing.

Indeed, 41% of the top 200 apps in Indian editions of Google’s Play Store and Apple’s App Store in Q2 and Q3
this year were developed by Indian developers and local firms, up from 38% last year, the report said. Data from
App Annie, another research firm, corroborates the claim.

“This uptick happened chiefly at the expense of Chinese apps, which fell from their lead position to 38% from 43%
in 2018. Altogether, Chinese and Indian apps make up almost four-fifths (79%) of the list,” the report said.

The shift comes as scores of Indian firms have launched payments, gaming, news and entertainment apps in the
last year and a half, said AppsFlyer, which analyzed 6.5 billion installs in the second and third quarters of this year.

But Chinese developers are not giving up, and continue to maintain an “impressive” fight in each category, the
report said.

P00 ????7?2?42?7?72??7?"???7?7?77

India — which is home to more than 450 million smartphone users and maintains relatively lax laws to support an
open market — has naturally emerged as an attractive battleground for developers worldwide.
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Many Chinese firms, including Xiaomi and ByteDance, count India as one of their largest markets. The TikTok app
has amassed more than 200 million users in India, for instance. Xiaomi, which leads the Indian smartphone market,
is quickly building a portfolio of services for users in India. It launched a lending app in the country earlier last
month.
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