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NYC cabbies avoiding Chinese
neighborhoods over coronavirus
fears

By Michael Kaplan February 15, 2020 | 2:50pm | Updated
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Fear of catching the coronavirus has some cabbies and ride-share drivers discriminating against customers.
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“I feel bad about it, but when | see Chinese passengers, | just go,” one cab driver — who asked that his name be
withheld, lest his hack license get suspended — told The Post. “I don't pick up anyone Chinese. I'm scared. | don’t
want to get the disease.”
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"l pointed to him, he looked at me, and he left. Then he canceled the ride. A second driver came, looked at me and
drove around the corner. He hesitated and drove off."
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Mayor Bill de Blasio £ ~
@NYCMayor

This is OUTRAGEOUS.

Let me be perfectly clear: there WILL be
consequences for anyone caught taking part in this
kind of cruel racial profiling.

To our Asian American community: your city has
your back and this discrimination will NOT be
tolerated.
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This is OUTRAGEOUS. Let me be perfectly clear: there will be consequences for anyone caught taking part in this
kind of cruel racial profiling.
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To our Asian American community: your city has your back and this discrimination will NOT be tolerated.
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“We have no confirmed cases of the coronavirus in New York City. Of greater concern would be any attempt to sow
bigotry and fear in the name of safety, which will not be tolerated in New York City.”
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According to Uber’'s website, “Any rider or driver found to have [discriminated based on national origin among other
gualities] will lose access to the platform.” As for Lyft, an email from the press department stated: “Discrimination
against riders or drivers can and has led to deactivation.”
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