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A conspiracy theory claiming 5G can spread the coronavirus is making the rounds on
social media. The myth supposedly gained traction when a Belgian doctor linked the
"dangers" of 5G technology to the virus during an interview in January.

Facebook group Stop5G Australia (with more than 31,700 members) has various posts linking the disease's spread
to 5G technology.

??Stop5G Australia ?Facebook??(??7?31,700?)??????2??2?22??2??2?5G??7?2??7?7?

Peddling such misinformation is not only wrong, it's destructive.
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The Guardian reported that since Thursday at least 20 mobile phone masts across the UK have been torched or
otherwise vandalised. Mobile network representative MobileUK published an open letter stating:

We have experienced cases of vandals setting fire to mobile masts, disrupting critical infrastructure and spreading
false information suggesting a connection between 5G and the COVID-19 pandemic.

Many outlets and people have rushed to debunk this myth, including federal minister for communications, cyber
safety and the arts Paul Fletcher. But myriad groups and public figures continue to perpetuate it.

Actor Woody Harrelson and singer Keri Hilson have both shared content with fans suggesting a link between 5G
and COVID-19.
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Stop5G Australia members have claimed the Ruby Princess cruiseliner's link to 600 reported infections and 11
deaths is because cruises are "radiation saturated". That's wrong.

While cruise passengers can access roaming wifi services on board, these are not 5G services. Maritime cruises
have yet to implement 5G technology.

One petition is calling on the Australia government to stop 5G's rollout because the technology can supposedly
"negatively affect your immune system" (a claim for which there is exactly zero evidence). It has received more
than 27,000 signatures.
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