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I’ ve received a lot of phone calls and messages from my families and friends lately
concerned about how I am and asking if I' m planning to return to China soon. I’ m
doing a master’ s degree in Media and Communications at the London School of
Economics, and I’ m determined to stay here until summer. That may seem like a silly
decision for most of people, but | have work to finish here and other obligations to fulfil.
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Nearly 100,000 people have been confirmed to have COVID-19 in Britain. The British government’s response has
included a nationwide order for people to stay at home, for universities to shut down, flight to be cancelled and
bans on travel.
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In the UK the real fight against the virus seems to have begun only about five or six weeks ago, but I've been
engaged in it for more than 10 weeks.

(’_)’_)4?]_6’_))’)’)’)’?’)’)’)’)’)’?’)’)’)’)’)’?’)’)’)’)’)’?’)’)’)’)’)’?’)“’)”’)’)’)’)’)

In early February | joined a WeChat group in which LSE students from Shaanxi province could offer help to families
and friends back home. We overcame a lot of difficulties to raise money, buy things and then pack them and have
them delivered, and we were pleased to be able to send more than 10,000 masks to hospitals in Xi'an, Shaanxi’s
capital.
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In the meantime, friends of mine elsewhere were doing their best to help out their hometowns. And I've never felt
such a strong sense of patriotism and solidarity before, but at the same time | have never felt so powerless to help.
Here | was thousands of kilometers away from home, and helpless as my friends and our families suffered from this
disaster. All | could do was to pray every night for spring and for happier times to come as soon as possible.
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| also felt powerless in another battle — against racism. Since the COVID-19 outbreak, people of Asian backgrounds
all over the UK have been vilified, being abused both verbally and physically. For example, a postgraduate Chinese
student in the northern city of Sheffield was harassed in the street, apparently for only wearing a face mask. The
Manchester Chinese Centre has received scores of complaints for racist incidents targeting children in schools. We
generally think of universities as places free of racial intolerance, but a friend of mine was abused by a student on
our LSE campus, telling her to “go back home” and “stay in China”.

P07 ——0?77?2?7?72??2??2????????7???7?72??22?2°72272??272??27272207?72?7?72??2??7?7??7?272?7?72??7??7?7?7?7?77

Some friends and | decided not to take this abuse lying down, so we established a Facebook group and an
Instagram account named “Chinese against racist virus”. We held a workshop to talk about issues of race and to
think up protest slogans, make posters, banners, stickers-and so on. And for two weeks we mobilized online and
offline to promote our cause.
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And to my surprise, our group of 10 members soon had more than 130 members, people from all over the world
living in London came to help us. A protest rally in Trafalgar Square in central London that we organized attracted
dozens of people sympathetic to our cause, including local activist groups. We wore masks bearing the words
“Racism is a virus” chanted anti-racism slogans, waved banners and made speeches. We even attracted big
media outlets like The Guardian and Bloomberg.

One thing that made a big mark on me at the rally was a speech later in the day by a local resident. He said: “In
this country, racism against Chinese and the East Asian people needs to be stopped. | appeal to your common
humanity, your sense of compassion and fair play. All of us need to fight for it and make sure children especially
are not subject to racism.”
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After the protest was over a Korean friend told me how much the protest meant to her and how important it was in
sending a signal to the world. She told me that it would raise people’s awareness and make the world a better
place.
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A few weeks after the protest, the UK government announced its stay-at-home policy, which suddenly made it more
difficult for me to study with my friends, including working on our film projects. We had been shooting
documentaries about how tough it could be for Chinese studying abroad to fight against COVID-19 and racism. The
virus can stop us from going out, but nothing can stop us from raising people’s awareness of racial equality. | and
several other students from universities around the UK are now working on a reading list project named “Racism
and Disease” which aims to gather and collate journalistic and academic articles related to the topic and write
English and Chinese abstracts for them. once the project is done, the results will be published on every social
media account of “Chinese against racist virus” to expand its visibility.
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| think we have every reason to hope that the world will become a safer place in which people are treated equally,
as humans and not a virus.
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And another thing that makes me very optimistic is to see how the coronavirus pandemic is forcing the
governments to rethink their priorities and realize that economies are there to work for people, and not the other
way around. In the UK, new hospitals are being created to care for the sick, heartless immigration laws are being
relaxed, and posh hotels are being commandeered to house the homeless.
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I've never felt a stronger bond with the world or a greater appreciation of the work that nurses, food workers,
doctors, cleaners, rubbish collectors and so on perform for all of us. We often take their work for granted, and now
they should be given the dignity and wages they deserve. British National Health Service has been facing
shortages of clothing and equipment to keep its staff safe, and | have donated money to a fund to support its staff
and other essential workers. | have also signed up to be a volunteer to help 1.5 million people in the UK who have
been asked to shield themselves from coronavirus because of the underlying health conditions.
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Many Chinese students in London and elsewhere in the UK decided it was the best choice for them to return home,
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and that is a decision | respect. | also really appreciate that my parents and friends respect my decision to stay here
and trust my ability to protect myself. | and tens of thousands of oversea students are doing that with the help of
Chinese embassies and consulates around the world that are distributing packs to Chinese students studying
abroad. These packs contain masks, Chinese medicine, disinfectant and even a quote from an ancient Chinese
poem about being far from home and love from the motherland.
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It may take some time to conquer the COVID-19 pandemic, but whenever that day comes | do hope that one
lesson many people can learn from it is that regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, religion, nationality, or any other
social or personal characteristics, we all have the right to be treated with dignity and respect. Thank you.
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